House Bill 1871

Contribution solicitation disclaimer

Recurring contributions

In 2026, the Missouri General Assembly passed, and Governor Kehoe subsequently
signed House Bill 1871. Among several other provisions, this legislation requires all
contribution solicitations to include a new disclaimer and imposes requirements on
committees who intend to accept recurring contributions.

These provisions take effect August 28, 2026.
Read the full text of House Bill 1871.

Contribution solicitation disclaimer - 8§ 130.031.13, RSMo

Which solicitations require a disclaimer?

The law states that all solicitations must include the new disclaimer. The law does not
distinguish between solicitations made using different mediums (print vs. electronic vs.
verbal solicitations, etc.). The law also does not limit this requirement to committees. This
means that anyone soliciting a contribution for a committee — whether they are a
committee, candidate, individual, business, organization, or some other entity - must
include a disclaimer on every solicitation.

Only connected organizations of a political action committee are exempt from the
solicitation disclaimer requirements.

What does the disclaimer need to include?

The disclaimer must state the name of the committee that will benefit from any funds
received because of the solicitation. Anyone soliciting contributions must identify the
committee(s) that will receive all of, or a portion of, the contributions received as a result of
the solicitation.

For example, a candidate soliciting contributions solely to support their candidate
committee must disclose the name of the committee that will benefit from the
contributions. Those soliciting contributions to support multiple committees must
disclose the identity of each committee that will be supported.
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Furthermore, all solicitations must indicate what percentage of each contribution will be
received by the committee(s) and what percentage of each contribution will be received by
any other entity.

Committee recordkeeping should reflect that the committee included a solicitation
disclaimer on each solicitation.

What other entities must be identified in my disclaimer?

If a contribution is solicited using a service with a fee-based or commission-based
payment structure, the service provider often receives a set percentage of contributions
received using the service. Common examples of such providers may include, but are not
limited to, online fundraising platforms, consulting groups, and other fundraising services.
The solicitation disclaimer must clearly inform potential contributors that the business or
entity will receive a portion of the person’s contribution.

Forexample, if a committee utilizes an online fundraising platform which
automatically deducts 5% of contributions received by the committee on the
platform, the committee must clearly inform potential contributors that the
committee will receive 95% of the person’s contribution and the online fundraising
platform will receive 5% of the person’s contribution.

The MEC does not interpret this language to require those soliciting contributions to pre-
determine and disclose where they intend to spend funds received because of the
solicitation, other than those entities that are guaranteed a set portion of the specific
contribution.

What if a contributor covers the cost of a fundraising platform’s fee?

Some online fundraising platforms allow contributors to elect to cover the cost of the
platform’s fee, allowing 100% of the person’s monetary contribution to go directly to the
committee. Those soliciting contributions using an online fundraising platform should
carefully consider the specific fee structure employed by the platform when crafting their
solicitation disclaimer. Ensure contributors are aware of their options.

Does this change impact my committee’s reporting requirements?

No. Continue to report contributions and expenditures as you normally would. When
reporting contributions received using a fee-based or commission-based payment
structure:

e Reportthe fullamount intended by the contributor as a monetary contribution.
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e Reportthe fee taken by the entity as an expenditure made (committees may group
like fees of $100 or less together and report the lump sum under Expenditures of
$100 or Less by Category)

e If a contributor covers the cost of an online fundraising platform’s fee, the payment
of the fee must be reported as an in-kind contribution from the contributor.

Recurring contributions - § 130.031.14, RSMo

Committees soliciting recurring contributions may only accept such contributions if:

e The committee obtains affirmative consent from the contributor.

e The committee provides a receipt with specific information after each recurring
contribution.

e The committee cancels the recurring contributions upon request or after the

relevant election (for contributions solicited to support or oppose a candidate or
ballot measure).

What is affirmative consent?

This legislation does not specifically define what constitutes affirmative consent. However,
passive action, such as failing to un-check a pre-checked box authorizing recurring
contributions, does not constitute affirmative consent.

Committee recordkeeping should reflect that the contributor provided affirmative consent
for the recurring contribution.

What does the receipt need to include?

After each recurring contribution, the committee must provide the contributor with a
receipt for the contribution. The receipt must include the following information:

e The frequency of the recurring contribution.

e The duration of the recurring contribution. If the contribution is in support of a
candidate in a primary election, consider how duration may differ depending on
whether the candidate is successful in their primary election.

e Instructions for how to cancel recurring contributions.

When does my committee need to cancel recurring contributions?
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If a contributor requests to cancel their recurring contribution, the committee must stop
any future scheduled contributions prior to the next scheduled deduction date.

Recurring contributions made to support or oppose a candidate or ballot measure must
automatically end after the election at which the candidate or measure appeared on the
ballot. Recurring contributions made to support a candidate who wins their primary
election may continue until the candidate’s general election.
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